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doit se cueiller . . . dans les premieres annees, afin qu'elle ne se
fletrisse pas. He also tells us that it was "fort ordinaire aux meres de
questionner leurs ftlles $ur ce qu'elles sont capable* de sentir a Page de
douze ou treize cms & de les inviter a faire ce qui pent emousser les
aiguillons de la chair"239

With regard to the belief that virginity might lose its flavor, the
words of Coreal appear to be exact. Ever since the sixteenth century
such a prejudice had prevailed in Brazil Whoever had a daughter, let
him marry her off as young as possible; for after a certain age women
do not seem to possess the same attractiveness as virgins or damsels
that they do at twelve or thirteen; they no longer have that provoca-
tive verdure of small girls which is appreciated by husbands of thirty
or forty, and at times of fifty, sixty, or even seventy. Burton states
that in the mid-nineteenth century it was still common to marry girls
of fifteen to old men of seventy.240

Father Anchieta, who, like every sixteenth-century Jesuit, was a
great marrying parson, was one day approached by a certain Alvaro
Neto who had a daughter who was in a very sad situation: fifteen
years old and still single. "Alvaro Neto, an inhabitant of the city of
Sao Paulo, complained grievously to him," says Padre Simao de
Vasconcellos, in his Life of the Venerable Father Joseph de Anchieta
of the Society of Jesus, "stating that he had a daughter who was
already fifteen years of age and that he had no way of marrying her."
And there is another maiden who appears in the Jesuit chronicle in
the same situation as Alvaro Neto's daughter: one Felippa da Matta.
This girl had been betrothed to one Joseph Adorno, but the marriage
had fallen through and the family was inconsolable. The unfortunate
Felippa was perhaps not yet fifteen, and here she was, a pitiable old
maid already. But the great missionary instantly consoled both her
and her parents. Not only did he prophesy that she would soon be
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